


• Joy of Ministry 

• Philippians 2:19-30



Philippians 2:19-24 
• “19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also 

may be cheered when I receive news about you. 20 I have no one 
else like him, who will show genuine concern for your welfare. 
21 For everyone looks out for their own interests, not those of Jesus 
Christ. 22 But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because 
as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the 
gospel. 23 I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things 
go with me.24 And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come 
soon.”



1. Paul described Timothy as a 
sympathetic man.

• “I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest 
in your welfare.” (Phil. 2:20).

• True servants of God are sympathetic and caring
toward others.



2. Paul described Timothy as a 
selfless man.

“For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of 
Jesus Christ.” (2:21)

• J.O.Y. acronym  means 

• Jesus first, Others second, Yourself last. 



3. Paul described Timothy as a 
seasoned man.

• “But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because 
as a son with his father he has served with me in the work 
of the gospel.” (Phil. 2:22)



John and Betty Stam, missionaries to 
Anhui Province, China

• John aged 27 and Betty (28 years) 
and their 3 month old daughter, 
Helen were captured by 
advancing Communist Party 
soldiers on Dec 1934
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John Stam’s speech to Moody Class of 1932 
in response to the Communist threat in China

• “Shall we beat a retreat, and turn back from our high 
calling in Christ Jesus, or dare we advance at God’s 
command in the face of the impossible? …. Let us 
remind ourselves that the Great Commission was never 
qualified by clauses calling for advance only if funds 
were plentiful and no hardship or self-denial was 
involved. On the contrary, we are told to expect 
tribulation and even persecution, but with it victory in 
Christ.
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Betty Stam at her China Inland 
Missions Commissioning Service 

• I want something really worthwhile to live for. Like most 
young people, I want to invest this one life of mine as wisely 
as possible, in the place that yields richest profits to the world 
and to me…. I want it to be God’s choice for me and not my 
own. There must be no self-interest at all, or I do not believe 
God can reveal His will clearly… I know very well that I can 
never realize the richest, most satisfying, life Christ meant for 
me, if I am not giving my own life unselfishly for others. I want 
Him to lead, and His Spirit to fill me. And then, only then, will I 
feel that my life is justifying its existence and realizing the 
maturity in Him that Christ meant for all men, in all parts of 
the world.

9



John Cornelius Stam   18 January, 1907
"That Christ may be magnified whether by life or by death." Phil. 1:20
Elizabeth Scott Stam  22 February 1906
"For me to live is Christ and to die is gain." Phil. 1:21
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Philippians 2:25-30
• 25 But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, co-

worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take 
care of my needs. 26 For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you 
heard he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on 
him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow. 
28 Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see him again 
you may be glad and I may have less anxiety. 29 So then, welcome him in the Lord 
with great joy, and honor people like him, 30 because he almost died for the work 
of Christ. He risked his life to make up for the help you yourselves could not give 
me.



4.  Paul described Epaphroditus as 
a serving man.

• “But I think it is necessary to send back to you 
Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow 
soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent 
to take care of my needs.” (Phil. 2:25)



5. Paul described Epaphroditus as 
a sensitive man.

• “For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you 
heard he was ill.” (Phil 2:26)

• Epaphroditus’ distress refers to great anxiety.



6. Paul described Epaphroditus as 
a sacrificial man.

• “Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men 
like him, because he almost died for the work of Christ, 
risking his life to make up for the help you could not give 
me.” (Phil. 2:29-30)

• “risked his life,”  means to stake everything on the turn of 
a dice.



Video Tribute to Evangelist Billy Graham

• Preached to over 215 million people in crusades all over the world, 
countless millions through TV and Radio

• Aged 99 years, In God’s Presence February 21, 2018
• I Can only Imagine Tribute
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rlu-a1lgeTo

• 9 min Billy Graham documentary by two 12year old -6th graders for 
a project in 2015.(standby)

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8mTIzwwoTs 
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